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AUSTRIAN PARTIES FORMULATING PROGRAMS FOR 
STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS THIS FALL. The provin- 
cial elections to be held in Austria this fall will determine 
the new distribution of seats in the state assemblies (i.e. 
the legislatures of the various provinces). The two major 
Austrian parties, the People’s party and the Socialist party, 
consider these elections to be an important yardstick of 
political developments and are therefore formulating their 
election programs at this early stage by initiating the 
campaign in broad lines with speeches by their prominent 
leaders. 

The importance of these elections is underlined by the 
fact that in the last parliamentary elections both parties 
showed almost equal strength; the People’s party winning 
74 seats (1,781,969 popular votes), and the Socialists 73 
seats (1,818,811 popular votes). Trailing at a distance were 
the League of Independents with 14 and the Communists with 
4 seats. The outcome of the forthcoming provincial elections 
will therefore give the two major parties an indication of 
how their positions have shifted since the national parlia- 
mentary elections of 1953. 

The problems around which the campaign will center are 
primarily economic, with social and other domestic political 
issues in the forefront. By and large, there is complete 
agreement between the two major parties on the subject of 
foreign policy. Both parties are also in agreement on the 
definite rejection of Communism or any policy which would 
expose Austria to a Communist threat. Both parties see their 
supreme goal in the conclusion of the Austrian state treaty, 
the withdrawal of all occupation troops and the maintenance 
of freedom and independence. In this connection, both 
parties emphatically reject Communist propaganda claims to 
the effect that a new Anschluss with Germany is being nlanned 
and pay undivided allegiance to an independent Austria. They 
brand the Communist charges as pure inventions, whose sole 
purpose is to provide the Soviets with a pretext for continuing 
the occupation. 


(Continued on page 3) 
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AUSTRIAN BANK RATES REDUCED TO 3-1/2 PERCENT. 
According to an announcement of the Austrian National Bank, 
the general board of the institution has decided to reduce the 
discount rate from the current 4% level to 3-1/2 percent, ef- 
fective July 3, 1954. It also voted to make a comparable re- 
duction in loan rates. The present drop in bank rates repre- 
sents the fifth reduction since January 1, 1953, when the 
official rate of interest was still 6%. The last previous 
reduction — by a full percent — took place on September 23, 
1953, when the rate was set at 4%. This means that the 


discount rate has dropped practically 24percentduring the last 
year and a half. 


AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT WORKS OUT 10-YEAR INVEST- 
MENT PROGRAM. In connection with the 10-year investment 
program developed by the Austrian Government, Minister of 
Finance Reinhardt Kamitz has declared that, inasmuch as a 
balanced budget and currency stabilization, as well as stabi- 
lization of the economy as a whole, have been achieved and 
inasmuch as a capital market is on the point of being devel- 
oped, there seemed to be justification for investment by means 
of credit operations for the purpose of ensuring full employ- 
ment and increasing the productivity of public entermrises 
and services. 

The Government’s long-term investment program includes 
the execution of the following projects during the ten-year 
period of 1954-1963 (all figures in millions of schillings): 

1. Federal Railways: (a) Electrification, 3,678; (b) Rail- 
road stations, 280; (c) Other buildings, 210; (d) Improvement 
of permanent way, 473; (e) Rolling stock, 908. 

2. Postal Services: (a) Extension of fully automatic tele- 
phone service and of cable network, 1,416; (b) Erection of 
station post offices and other buildings, 144. 

3. Construction of the Salzburg-Vienna express highway, 
3,000. 

The total cost of this investment program of 10,109 mil- 
lion schillings will be distributed as follows over the next 
ten years (in millions of schillings): 1954 - 930; 1955 - 1,372; 
1956 - 1,380; 1957 - 1,340; 1958 - 1,564; 1959 - 1,298; 1960 - 
1,051; 1961 - 754; 1962 - 380; 1963 - 240. 

The afore-mentioned investments will in every case be 
given priority over any other investments that may be covered 
by special outlays, but only in the event that the necessary 
funds are really available. If additional funds become avail- 
able, all the projects would be speeded up accordingly. Simi- 
larly, if funds are insufficient, the projects would be propor- 
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tionately slowed down. Legislation providing for the use of 
ordinary budget surpluses to carry out the projects has yet to 
be passed by Parliament. 


PRESIDENT EISENHOWER CALLS LIBERATION OF AUS- 
TRIA ESSENTIAL STEP IN RESTORATION OF INTERNA- 
TIONAL CONFIDENCE. Among the proposals mentioned 
by President Dwight D. Eisenhower in his speech at Colum- 
bia University as being essential for the restoration of inter- 
national confidence was the long overdue liberation of Aus- 
tria. The President emphasized that the Western Powers 
were prepared at the Berlin Conference to accept any con- 
ditions for the ‘state treaty, eben those which were accept- 
able to the Soviets. Recalling that when the Western For- 
eign Ministers announced their acceptance of these condi- 
tions, the Soviets immediately made new demands which 
would have enabled them to maintain the occupation of Aus- 
tria indefinitely. The President declared that the West could 
not agree to such a plan and that, in the view of the American 
Government, it had therefore been far better to break off dis- 
cussions without settling the problem than to surrender a prin- 
ciple or accept an adreement which might have ahd to be paid 
for in blood in later years. 


FOREIGN MINISTER FIGL CALLS GENEVA CONFERENCE 
SIGNIFICANT FOR AUSTRIA. Austrian Foreign Minister 
Leopold Fig] declared at a recent meeting that not only the 
Berlin Conference but also the negotiations at Geneva are of 
decisive importance for Austria’s future. Figl said that even 
though the results of the Berlin Conference had been disap- 
pointing to Austria, it had nevertheless been possible to have 
the Austrian question placed on the Big Power agenda once 
again. He added that although the Austrian question was not 
being discussed in Geneva at the present time, this question 
is still part of the body of interrelated world problems. The 
Foreign Minister expressed the hope that those responsible 
for worldwide policy would one day find the key to world peace 
at conferences like those in Berlin and Geneva. 


MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR HELMER PROPOSES LAW 
FOR PROTECTION OF THE REPUBLIC. Minister of the 
Interior Oskar Helmer has called in a speech for the adoption 
of a Law for the Protection of the Republic which would in 
the future prevent undesirable elements from the Communist 
countries on Austria’s borders from entering the country with- 
out permission to participate in illegal Communist congres- 
ses. He pointed out that such elements cross the Austrian 
frontier with Soviet or other Communist documents at points 
guarded by Soviet occupation forces. In connection with the 
Soviet attacks against himself, Helmer declared: ‘‘I have no 
intention of changing my attitude. Nothing would be more 
dangerous for our country than to resign ourselves to the un- 
worthy status under which we are compelled to live at the 
present time.’’ 


LARGE-SCALE E.P.U. EXPORT CREDITS PROPOSED. pr. 
Bruno Kreisky, Austrian Undersecretary for Foreign Affairs, 


has proposed in a speech that the European Payments Union 
(EPU) make it possible for small countries like Austria to 
grant large export credits and in so doing enable them to ob 
tain new markets for their products. Kreisky stated that for 
the first time in her history Austria has become a genuine ex- 
port country and that her surplus in the EPU now amounts to 
120 million dollars. He indicated that this surplus would make 
it easier for Austria to pay for her imports and to carry out a 
large-scale investment program. Pointing out that occupation 
cost payments since the end of the war have totaled 27 bil- 
lion schillings — a sum which is practically equivalent to the 
value of the foreign aid Austria has received during the same 
period — Kreisky stated that if Austria had not had to make 
these payments she could have built homes for 1.2 million 
persons with the money. 


JEWISH DELEGATION ARRIVES IN VIENNA FOR COMPEN.- 
SATION TALKS. Austrian Chancellor Julius Raab has in- 
formed the Austrian Cabinet that word was received from the 
Joint Executive Committee for Jewish Claims on Austria that 
a delegation of experts would arrive in Vienna on June 1 to 
continue negotiations. The visit of the delegation to Vienna 
is taking place at the suggestion of the Austrian Federal Gov- 
ernment. (The delegation has already arrived in Vienna). 


SALZBURG-VIENNA EXPRESSWAY TO BE OPERATED AS 
A SELF-SUPPORTING ENTERPRISE. According to an- 
nouncement by Undersecretary Bock, the planned Salzburg- 
Vienna Expressway, construction on which is to be started 
shortly, will be operated as a toll highway and as a self- 
supporting enterprise. Gas stations, comfort stations restau- 
rants etc. will be built together with the highway and be 
operated as concessions. No billboards with advertising 
will be allowed on the highway since they disfigure the 
landscape. 

Initial work is to start on the Salzburg-Mondsee section, 
which is scheduled for completion by the end of 1955. 
Construction of the necessary bridges in Lower Austria as 
well as of the Vienna approaches will be started at the 
same time. The next section to be constructed will be that 
between Vienna and St. Poelten. The only difficulties in the 
way of carrying out the project at the present time are those 
presented by the attitude of the soviet occupation authorities, 
who have already claimed part of the lay-outs for the high- 
way completed during the German occupation as ‘‘German 
assets’’ on the basis of the Potsdam Agreement. The Aus- 
trian Chancellor has already intervened with the Soviets in 
this matter and they have promised to study the question. In 
actual fact, unless further construction of the highway is 
carried out, these lay-outs have absolutely no value. In 
order to circumvent this problem, at least in part, it has 
been decided that the highway should be built under the 
jurisdiction of the federal government and that a public 
administrator should be appointed for the structures claimed 
by the Russians. 

The basic financing of the highway is to be effected with- 
in the framework of the ten-billion-schilling investment 
program approved by the Government. A total of 3 billion 
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schillings will be spent on the project, 100 million during 
the present year, 400 million during each of the succeeding 
six years and a final expenditure of 200 million schillings 
in 1961. 


Austrian Parties Formulating Programs (Cont'd from p. 1) 


Thus far, the following domestic policy issues have 
figured prominently in the campaign: 

The People’s party advocates a _ socially-conscious 
market economy, combined with a big investment program; 
it wants a family stabilization fund for easing the lot of 
families with many children; as a party closely connected 
with business, it rejects accusations that it tolerates un- 
justified price increases and appeals to businessmen to 
exert self-discipline in setting prices. On the subject of col- 
laboration between the People’s and Socialist parties within 
the coalition, the People’s party demands that collaboration 
be accompanied by joint responsibility, stating that the 
Socialists are not always willing to assume such joint 
responsibility. 

On the parliamentary level, the People’s party is opposed 
to the revision the Socialists are demanding in the so-called 
‘*Anti-Terror Law.’’ Under the terms of this revision, the 
Trade Union Federation would be given the legal right to 
have trade union dues deducted from worker wages by the 
employers. The People’s party maintains that such a pro- 
vision would permit pressure to be exerted on workers in the 
plants and therefore rejects this part of the revision, although 
it does favor revising some of the other provisions. 

The Socialist party is in favor of a long-term investment 
program, declaring that this would automatically stimulate 
business and trade. Both parties advocate such aninvestment 
program, which has in fact already been approved by the 
Government, but the Socialists claim authorship of the plan. 
The Socialists also support the introduction of a people’s 
pension. They reject the charge that they want to impose 
state controls on all branches of the economy. The Socialists 
are also in favor of continued collaboration within the frame- 
work of the coalition government but they declare that the 
People’s party often takes the credit for joint achievements 
of the coalition. The Socialist party also supports the afore- 
mentioned amendments to the ‘‘Anti-Terror Law,’’ taking the 
view that deduction of trade union membership fees froma 
worker’s wages is no threat to freedom on the job. 

From this brief summary of their respective views, it is 
obvious that, by and large, the two major parties are in 
agreement on vital issues and that the election campaign will 
center rather on the question of which of them deserves 
credit for certain economic and social achievements and on 
the methods to be used in carrying out various economic and 
social programs. In addition to the foregoing, a number of 
local questions, the significance of which is often limited to 
a given election district, will of course be of decisive 
importance. 


HONORARY AUSTRIAN CONSULATE OPENED IN MIAMI. 
Mr. G. Hugo Whitehouse has been appointed Honorary Austrian 
Consul with headquarters in Miami and with jurisdiction in 


Florida. Consul Whitehouse has already taken office. The 
address of the new consulate is as follows: 827 Ingraham 
Building, Miami 32, Florida; Telephone 2-7684 and 2-7685; 
cable address: Austroko, Miami. With the opening of the new 
office, the state of Florida is no longer within the jurisdic- 
tion of the Austrian consulate in Atlanta. 


“‘TEXAS FEDERATION OF WOMEN’S CLUBS'’ DONATES 
IRON LUNG FOR AUSTRIA. An iron lung donated by the 
‘*Texas Federation of Women’s Clubs’’ recently arrived in 
Austria for use in the treatment of infantile paralysis. The 
donation was made after a delegation of the Federation had 
visited Austria and observed the shortages still existing. In 
addition to the iron lung, the Federation has collected more 
than 15 tons of food and clothing, as well as 92 CARE 
packages, for Austrian children and refugees. The donations 
were channeled to Austria through CARE and distributed to 
orphan asylums, hospitals, homes for the aged and refugee 
camps. The iron lung was assigned to the Pediatric Clinic 
of Vienna University. 


CATHOLIC CHURCH COMBATS HOUSING SHORTAGE IN 
AUSTRIA. After the end of World War II, the Catholic Church 
in Austria launched a number of campaigns designed to com- 
bat the housing shortage. Among other things, an Episcopate 
Settlement Office was established with a total membership of 
13 cooperative housing-project organizations. Thus far, more 
than 2,000 housing units have been built through the initia- 
tive and support of the Catholic Church and another 1,000 
units are still under construction. A special problem in the 
Church’s housing and resettlement program is provision for 
refugees. Several settlement projects for refugees have been 
built in Upper Austria, Styria and Tyrol - for which project 
funds from the Ford Foundation and the Swiss Aid for Europe 
were also available. Primarily, the Church is sponsoring the 
construction of private homes and developments. As a rule, 
the prospective settler is expected to supply 10% of the nec- 
essary capital himself and to contribute an additional 15% of 
the value of his house through active participation in its con- 
struction. The Church has made a total of 1,700 hectares 
(4200 acres) of its land available for the construction of one- 
family houses and developments. 


EXPANSION OF AUSTRIAN FOREIGN TRADE ORGANIZA- 
TION CONCLUDED. It was announced at a meeting of the 
foreign trade organization of the Austrian Federal Chamber of 
Commerce that the expansion of the network of Austrian for 
eign trade agencies has to a large extent been completed. At 
the present time, the organization includes 35 foreign trade 
agencies, 10 branches and 20 honorary correspondent offices, 
distributed throughout the entire world and making a consid- 
erable constribution to the promotion and extension of Austri- 
an foreign trade. It was further announced that an expansion 
of the existing foreign trade agencies would be necessary in 
some overseas markets, particularly in economically under- 
developed areas. What is envisaged here are separate units, 
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mainly with honorary agents. For example, the establishment 
of units is planned in Helsinki and Barcelona as well as in 
the Philippines, Venezuela, Ecuador, and Northern and South- 
em Rhodesia. Another group of agencies will probably be 
set up in Western Africa. 


AUSTRIA REPRESENTED AT INTERNATIONAL INDUS- 
TRIAL CONGRESS IN PARIS. Austria is sending a delega- 
tion of 21 industrialists to the International Industrial Con- 
gress in Paris. The group will be headed by Dr. Hans Lauda, 
President of the Austrian Industrialists’ Association. Austrian 
speakers will address the meeting on all of the points on the 
agenda. The work of the congress falls into four groups of 
problems: 1. Extension of markets; 2. Human relations in 
industrial plants; 3. Raising the living standard and stabiliz- 
ing employment; 4. Private enterprise and the state. 

In honor of the congress, a reception was held for the 
foreign delegations in the Austrian pavillion at the Inter- 
national Fair in Paris, with Austrian Ambassador Vollgruber 
and many prominent figures in Austrian and French economic 
life attending. There was universal praise for the Austrian 
products and the tasteful manner in which they were exhibited. 
The 50th anniversary of the Fair is expected to be the oc- 
casion for a large number of visitors and for anintensification 
of foreign-trade relations with Austrian industry. Questions 
of capital investment in Austrian industry are also scheduled 
to be discussed. 


INCREASED MARKET VALUE OF AUSTRIAN BONDS IN 
SWITZERLAND. Since March 1953, there has been a steady 
rise in the market value of the seven Austrian bond issues 
officially listed in Switzerland. The recently monthly report 
of the Swiss National Bank shows that, as of the end of 
March 1954, the market quotations were 114.23% of face 
issue value. The average increase amounts to 14.23% of the 
nominal value. It should be noted that the general increase 
in the value of all foreign bonds listed in Switzerland was 
only 0.65% whereas the value of Austrian bonds increased by 
2.9%. In December 1950, quotations on Austrian bonds repre- 
sented only 58.24% of their face value. Since that time, the 
quotations have nearly doubled. 


AUSTRIA ACHIEVES OUTSTANDING SUCCESS WITH STEEL 
CONCRETE RAILROAD CROSSTIES. NumerousAustrian firms 
have started to manufacture steel concrete railroad ties. The 
Austrian National Railways have already been experimenting 
with such ties for three years, using them to replace hard- 
wood ties on subgrades. All of these tests have proved suc- 
cessful. It can be expected that in the future this modern type 
of tie will be the one most widely used in railroad construc- 
tion. 


FOREIGN INTEREST IN NEW IRON CASTING PROCESS OF 
TYROL PIPE AND METAL WORKS. Austria’s only pipe 
producing plant, the ‘‘Tiroler Roehren- und Metallwerke AG”’ 
in Solbad Hall, has started production of cast-iron with 
‘‘ball graphite’’ (so-called ‘‘sphero-cast’’) and in so doing 
has developed a completely new process. The procedure 


involves the introduction of metallic magnesium into the 
molten iron, thereby making possible extremely economical] 
desulfurization of the iron to any degree desired and the 
concomitant production of ‘‘sphero-cast.’’ This process 
has already evoked interest abroad. The Tiroler Roehrenwerke 
were established only in 1947 and began production of cast- 
iron pipes in 1949. 


AUSTRIAN RAILROAD PLANT BUILDS HIGH-PRESSURE 
STEAM LOCOMOTIVE TO RUN WITHOUT COAL. The Vien- 
na Locomotive Works has built a high-pressure steam locomo- 
tive for the City Gas Works which operates without coal firing. 
The steam required for operating the locomotive is produced 
by the steam-generating plant of the Gas Works and is piped 
directly into the locomotive where it is stored for subsequent 
use. This new type of locomotive is particularly suitable for 
switching and feeder work, the maintenance and operational 
costs involved being only one-third of those required for coal- 
driven locomotives. 


AUSTRIA’S MAGNESITE INDUSTRY INCREASES EXPORTS. 
Despite extremely stiff competition on the world market, the 
Austrian magnesite industry succeeded in increasing its 
exports from 280,115 tons in 1952 to 302,789 tons in 1953. 





CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


AUSTRIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCE PRIZE AWARDED. 
This year’s prizes of the Austrian Academy of Sciences wers 
awarded in a special ceremony attended by Austrian President 
Theodor Koerner, Chancellor Julius Raab and Archbishop- 
Coadjutor Jachym. The following persons won awards 
Professor Franz Sauberer, the Haitinger Prize for Physics 
Dr. Richard Biebl, the Hansgirgl Prize for Botany; Dr. 
Adelheid Kofler, the Fritz Pregl Prize for Microchemistry 
Dr. Guenther Porod, the Rudolf Wegscheider Prize for 
Chemistry. 

The following were elected as new honorary and corres- 
ponding members of the Academy: 1. In the Philosophy Section 
— Professor Robert Heine-Geldern (Vienna), Professor 
Viktor Kraft (Vienna) Professor Hans Kreller (Vienna), 
Professor Max Rintelen (Graz) —as regular members; Profes- 
sor Otto Zwiedineck-Suedenhorst (Munich) — as honorary 
member abroad; Professor Heinrich Fichtenau (Vienna), 
Professor Franz Gschnitzer (Innsbruck), Hofrat Gotbert 
Moro (Klagenfurt), Professor Schachermeyr (Vienna) — as 
corresponding members in Austria; Professor Alfred Amonn 
(Berne) — as corresponding member abroad. 

2. In the Mathematics and Natural Science Section: - 
Professor Oberguggenberger (Innsbruck) — 





as a regular 


member; Professor W. J. EF. Blaschka (Hamburg) and Profes- 
sor Karl Frisch (Munich) — as honorary members abroad; 
Professor Bert Kralik (Vienna) and Professor Fritz Regler 
(Vienna) — as corresponding members in Austria; Professor 
Josias Braun-Blanquet (Montpellier) and Professor Richard 
Wagner (Munich) —as corresponding members abroad. 
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VIENNA STATE OPERA HAS NEW INVENTION FOR ITS 
GUEST TOURS. According to a statement made by Dr. 
eif-Gintl, technical director of the Vienna State Opera, in a 
recent interview, the company is making use of a number of 
revolutionary methods in carrying out its numerous guest 
tours. Experience has shown that numerous cities which 
welcome guest appearances by the State Opera do not have 
the nécessary stage space and installations. Hitherto, it has 


been necessary to forego performances in such places or else 


, company’s Vienna workshop for just this purpose. 


, outstanding attraction. 


| 
| 





——,* 


—— 


arry them out in an inadequate manner. As a result, on the 
cccasion of the company’s latest appearances in Wiesbaden 
ind Brussels, where these very difficulties exist, the 
orchestra was seated in the auditorium and the stage was 
sccupied by a miniature revolving stage constructed in the 
The re- 
volving stage can easily be transported by rail. These 
jevices were described as an outstanding success in Wiesba- 
den and Brussels. The seating of the orchestra in the 
audience gave the performances a special and peculiarcharm, 
while the newly constructed revolving stage proved to be an 
As a result of these new arrange- 
ments, the Vienna S.ate Opera will henceforth be able to give 
technically perfect performances in ordinary lecture halls. 


SALZBURG TO BE INTERNATIONAL RIDING CENTER. The 
Austrian Campagne-Reitergesellschaft (The Campagne Riding 
Society) has plans for reorganizing equestrian sport in Austria 
and in so doing transform Salzburg into a center of intematio- 
nal riding. Plans have already been made for a great inter 
national horse show to be held in Salzburg in 1955. 


CITY OF VIENNA COMMISSIONS COMPOSERS. Karl M. Brand- 
staetter, Marco Frank, Viktor Korda and Alfred Uhl are the 
first composers to be commissioned by the City of Vienna for 
works to be performed at the youth concerts of the Vienna 
Symphony Orchestra organized by the municipality. 


“AUSTRIAN SOCIETY FOR CONTEMPORARY MUSIC"’ CEL- 


’ EBRATES FIFTH ANNIVERSARY. The ‘‘Oesterreichische 





Gesellschaft fuer zeitgenoessische Musik’’ (The Austrian So- 
ciety for Contemporary Music), which was founded by music 
historians and composers, recently celebrated its fifth anni- 
versary with a concert by the Chamber Orchestra of the Vien- 


| na Symphony. The purpose of the Society is to acquaint the 


public with the works of modern Austrian composers through 
the medium of concerts and publications. 


EMMERICH KALMAN'S “‘ARIZONA LADY'’ PERFORMED IN 
GRAZ. The Associated Theaters of Graz have obtained the 
rights for the first Austrian performance of Emmerich Kalman’s 
last operetta, ‘‘Arizona Lady.’’ The world premiere of this 
operetta took place in Berne late last year. 


AUSTRIAN COMPOSER WRITES MUSIC FOR WIECHERT 
DRAMA, The Austrian composer Peter Zwettkopf, an instruc- 
tor at the Innsbruck School of Music, has been commissioned 
to write the music to Ernst Wiechert’s drama ‘‘Der verlorene 
Sohn’’ (The Prodigal Son). The work is to be broadcast over 
the Southwest Radio Station in Baden-Baden and the leading 


roles in the broadcast performance are to be played by Alma 
Seidler, Oskar Werner and Gustav Waldau, all members of the 
Vienna Burgtheater. 


AUSTRIAN ARTIST RECEIVED UNESCO SCHOLARSHIP. 
The Austrian artist Rudolf Hoflehner has received a UNESCO 
scholarship which will enable him to pursue art studies in 
Greece, Crete and Rhodes. At the present time Hoflehner is 
busy with a relief work of iron and glass for a vaulted church 
which the Austrian architect Clemens Holzmeister is to build 
in Darmstadt. 


VIENNA WOMEN PHYSICIANS SAVE ‘‘DEAD PATIENT" BY 
MEANS OF ARTIFICIAL ‘‘HIBERNATION.’’ Dr. Erika Dra- 
scha and Dr. Enne Hovanetz, two Vienna women physicians 
of the Women’s Clinic of Vienna University directed by Pro- 
fessor Antoine, succeeded in applying new methods to a case 
of perisystole which occurred during narcosis. The patient 
was placed in a state of artificial ‘‘hibernation’’ and remained 
in an unconscious state for seven days at a body temperature 
of only 35.4 C (95.80 F.). when, on the third day, a rise in 
body temperature set in which threatened to become fatal, it 
proved possible to combat this process effectively by the ad- 
ministration of Humanalbumine. The patient was released af- 
ter 26 days, free of symptoms. 


AUSTRIA TO BE REPRESENTED AT BERLIN FILM FES. 
TIVAL. Austria will be represented at the Fourth Internation- 
al Film Festival in Berlin, being held from June 18-28, with 
the film ‘‘Das Licht der Liebe’’ (The Light of Love), which 
will have its world premiere at this time. (For details about 
the picture, refer to the heading ‘‘Paula Wessely-Filmproduk- 
tion’’ in the list of films contained in this issue). 


AUSTRIAN FILM PRODUCTION 
A SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT ON THE CURRENT OUTPUT 
OF AUSTRIAN FILM COMPANIES 


Today’s AUSTRIAN INFORMATION Bulletin presents a 
special supplement devoted to the production of feature, cul- 
tural and documentary films in Austria and designed to pro- 
vide a cross-section of Austrian film activity. AUSTRIAN 
INFORMATION has made every effort to report the activities 
of all Austrian film producers but it is possible that the in- 
formation furnished by certain companies may not have reach- 
ed us in time. We shall therefore present supplementary in- 
formation in subsequent issues. 

The following list of film companies and their production 
programs covers films which have been recently completed or 
which are now in preparation and scheduled to be released 
before the end of the year. The data on these films are based 
on information provided by the companies themselves. Unless 
otherwise specified, the films are available only in German 
narration, but they can be synchronized. 

Those interested in the loan or sale of these films or in 
joint production activity are invited to get in touch with the 
companies in question directly. 


BENESCH FILM G.m.b.H., Innsbruck, Tyrol, Postfach 115. 
Hitherto, the company has produced educational films for 
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schools and institutions but is now specializing in cultural 
and documentary films as well as short features for televi- 
sion. A number of films and series. of films are just going 
into production. It is planned that these films should be in- 
ternational in character and that the pictures should speak 
for themselves, the narration assuming secondary importance. 
The company is seeking the cooperation of television film 
companies and distributors. 


BLASCHKOFILM LINZ, Harruckerstrasse 6, Linz. 

‘‘Kleine Streitereien zur Sommerzeit’’; short 
feature film; running time: 30 minutes; black and white; come- 
dy about the quarrel of two young men over a girl; stars: Her- 
tha Markau, Ernst Ernsthoff and Frank Rene. An English ver- 
sion, entitled ‘‘Summer’s Little Quarrels,’’ is available. 


Completed: 


CARINTHIA FILMKUNST G.m.b.H., Viktringer-Ring 17, Kla- 
genfurt. 

Completed: ‘‘Hochzeitsreise nach Kaernten’’ (Honeymoon 
in Carinthia); cultural film; black and white; running time: 14 
minutes; a trip through Carinthia’s most beautiful mountain 
and lake areas and toits outstanding architectural monuments. 

‘‘Das Haus der heiligen Hemma’’ (The Home of Saint Hem- 
ma); cultural film; black and white; running time: 12 minutes; 
the cathedral of Gurk, with its unique art treasures of every 
period; singled out for citation by the Austrian Ministry of 
Education. 

‘*Alle Tage Sonnenschein’’ (Sunshine Every Day); cultu- 
ral film; black and white; running time: 13 minutes; the scene- 
ry of the Woerthersee area, aquatic sports and the dancing at 
the International Dance Contest for the European champion- 
ship title. 

‘Unter den stillen Almen’’ (In Quiet Mountain Pastures); 
cultural film; black and white; running time: 12 minutes; the 
idyllic life of a small town in the valley of the Noric Alps. 

‘‘Die Buechsenmacher von Ferlach’’ (The Gunsmiths of 
Ferlach); black and white; running time: 13 
the manufacture of the world-famous hunting rifles 
by the century-old guild of gunsmiths in the city of Ferlach. 

‘*Bei Almrausch, Speik und Enzian’’ (Mid-mountain Roses 
Nard and Gentians); cultural film; black and white; running 
time: 14 minutes; the scenery of the Noric Alps. 

‘*Die Stadt Noreia wird gesucht’’ (Search for the City of 
Noreia); documentary; black and white; running time: 12 min- 
utes; the excavation of an old Roman mountain town on the 
Magdalenensberg, near Klagenfurt. 


documentary; 


minutes; 


COSMOPOL FILM G.m.b.H., Neubaugasse 10, Vienna VII. 
Completed: ‘‘Die letzte Bruecke’’ (The Last Bridge); full- 
length feature; black and white; director: Helmut Kaeutner; 
star: Maria Schell; the film deals with the fate of a German 
woman physician in the Yugoslav partisan war; it was award- 
ed the first prize at the World Film Festival in Cannes and 
the Grand Prize of the International Catholic Film Program in 
Paris. For her portrayal of the lead role in this film, Maria 
Schell was chosen by the Cannes Festival as the world’s best 
actress. Together with six other European films, ‘‘Die letzte 
Bruecke’’ was selected by the Selznick Committee in New 
York for final consideration in the award of the Golden Laurel 


for 1954. 





The Selznick Laurel is awarded to films contribut- 


ing most to friendship among nations. Distribution: Columbia HOF 
Inc. ; 

In preparation: ‘‘Der letzte Akt’’ (The Final Act) (tenta- ’ 
tive title); full-length feature; will show the last days of Adolf poue 
Hitler and his followers in the Berlin Reich Chancellery. a 
DIANA FILM PRODUCTION, Bauernmarkt 24, Vienna I. Meir 


In production: ‘‘Molto Adagio’’; cultural film; black and torn 
white; deals with the life of the Austrian composer Joseph mari 
Haydn and will be produced in connection with the reburial of jj 
the musician’s skull, to take place during the Haydn Festiva! 
in Vienna. The musical score, based on Haydn’s music, wil! 


be prepared by Professor Friedrich Wildgans. Story and con- KO! 

tinuity line originated with E. B. Bruckner. Overall director 

is Joschi A. Kirner-Osten. fon 
( 


DILLENZ FILM PRODUKTION, Kreindlgasse 11, Vienna XIX. fron 
Completed: ‘‘Der Verschwender’’ (The Spendthrift); full- bla 
length feature; running time: 90 minutes; color by ‘‘Gevacol- 
or’’; based on Ferdinand Raimund’s play ‘‘Der Verschwender, *(Mo 
adapted for the screen by Max Mell; director: Leopold Hai- tar) 
nisch; music by Professor Alfred Uhl, based on the original nie 
themes of Konradin Kreutzer; leading players: Maria Ander-| 10 
gast, Attila Hoerbiger, Josef Meinrad, Heinz Moog, Hanni 
Schall and Senta Wengraf. : abo 
In preparation: ‘‘Oesterreichs letzter Bohemien — Carl; tim 
Leopold Hollitzer’’ (Carl Leopold Hollitzer, Austria’s Last 
Bohemian); documentary film; running time: 13 minutes; color} of 
by Gevacolor; to be completed at the end of July; deals with] spe 
the life of the famous Austrian caricaturist, painter and stage] bla 
designer, featuring his caricatures and other works. by 
‘‘Fast ein Maerchen’’ (Almost a Fairy Tale) (tentative 
title); full-length feature; black and white. Based on Dr.Lam-\ xy 
bert Haiboeck’s novel of the same name, the film tells the] pa 
story of a young girl who experiences an emotional shock after; 
falling into the hands of drunken soldiers at the end of the} psy 
war and whose seemingly ruined life finds new support through an, 
love. his 


HEIMAT FILM PRODUCTION, Morellenfeldgasse 3, Graz. °°" 
Completed: ‘‘Das leuchtende Medium’’ (The Shining Me- 
dium); documentary: running time: 15 minutes; black and white: Ta 
showing succinctly how so-called ‘‘magicians’’ unscrupulous|y ‘" 
exploit the credulity of the public; this film can be considered / 
educational in nature. ch 

‘“‘Gesehene Melodien’’ (Filmed Melodies); cultural film °! 
running time: 8 minutes; black and white; a new type of ‘‘filr 
ed song,’’ based on the hit ‘‘Lili Marlen’’ and sung by operaj ™! 
star Grete Kieser. th 

In preparation: ‘‘Volksleben in Steiermark’’ (Folklife in} ™ 
Styria) (Waldheimat); running time: 15 minutes; a cultural film} & 
about life in the native woods of the famous poet Peter Roseg-| 
ger, produced with the cooperation of leading authorities on} ‘ 
Austrian folklore and folk music and featuring original folk 
music. Scheduled date of completion: October, 1954. ar 

‘‘Auf den Spuren der Rothaeute’’ (On the Track of the Red-} ™ 
skins); short for children; running time: 14 minutes; black an¢ 
white; comedy centering around the experiences of Dieter, 
young boy who wants to join the Indians. 
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— HOPE FILM — BRUEDER HOFFMANN, Mariahilferstrasse ed on the historically true story of Austrian Archduke Johann 
ee "14, Vienna VII. _ Salvator who, after falling into disfavor in 1888, left for South 
. | In preparation: ‘‘Kaisermanoever’’; full-length feature; America with a ballet dancer on a ship which was lost and 
enta- ’ 


Adols Color by Agfacolor; historical comedy set in the period of the 
' Austro-Hungarian empire; director: Franz Antel; feature ac- 
‘tors: Hannelore Bollmann, Erik Frey, Winnie Markus, Josef 
Meinrad, Hans Moser, Walter Mueller, Susi Nicoletti, Ilse Pe- 
*k and ternell, Gunther Philipp, Rudolph Prack and Oskar Sima,sce- 
Joseph mario: Jutta Bornemann, Karl Leiter, Gunther Philipp: the film 
rial of will be completed by this summer. 
stiva! 
Tn KOENIG FILM, Sturnengasse 17, Bludenz, Vorarlberg. 
Completed: ‘‘Spindeln und Webstuehle am oesterreichi- 
schen Rhein’’ (Spindles and Looms on the Austrian Rhine); 
‘documentary dealing with the textile industry of Vorarlberg, 
a XIX. from the time of its establishment in 1749 down to the present; 
); full- black and white; running time: 12 minutes. 
vacol- 
2nder,”(Montafon, the Fairest Crown of our Alpine Valleys); documen- 
d Hai- tary dealing with the scenery, costume, customs and ceremo- 
rigina] nies of the Montafon Valley; black and white; running time; 
Ander-| 10 minutes; available with English and French subtitles. 
Hanni ‘‘Der Bregenzerwald’’ (The Bregenz Forest); documentary 
about the scenery and people of the Bregenz Woods; running 
— Carl/ time: I2 minutes; black and white. 
3 Last In preparation: ‘‘Messestadt Dornbirn’’ (Dornbirn, the City 
; color}of Fairs); documentary on the Dornbirn Fair, including its 
is with] special Textile Fair, and on the surroundings of the city; 
| stage} black and white; running time: 14 minutes; to be completed 
by the fall of 1954. 


irector 


ntative 


r.Lam\ KULTURFILMPRODUKTION DR. ANN H. MATZNER, Otto 
Us the] Bauergasse 2, Vienna VI. 

‘kafter’ Completed: ‘‘Alles ueber Peter’’ (Everything about Peter); 
of the) psychological cultural film; running time: 14 minutes; black 
hrough and white; a film dealing with the psychology of a young child, 

his earliest experiences and impressions and the manner in 
az. > Which he accepts the world around him. 

ng Me- ‘‘Liebe Grosse, seht auch doch die Kleinen’’ (Dear Adult, 

white: lake Note of the Children, Too); psychological cultural film; 
ilously Unning time: 14 minutes; black and white; a continuation of 
sidered | Alles ueber Peter,’’ showing the play psychology of a small 
child as well as his first creative activities with modelling 
1 filme Clay, sand and plasticine. 

**film ‘‘Ein Film aus Wien’’ (A Film from Vienna); cultural film; 
y operaj Tunning time: 14 minutes; black and white; tells the story of 
the development of the Vienna waltz from the Laendler to the 
life inj ™odern waltz symphony. Danced by the Rosalie Chladek 
al film} Group. The film score includes music by Haydn, Mozart, Schu- 
Roseg-| bert, Lanner and Johann Strauss, as performed by the Vienna 
Hies on, Symphony Orchestra. 
al folk In preparation: ‘‘Open Air Gallery’’; documentary; black 
and white; the film will present a cross-section of the work of 
modern Austrian sculptors 





e Red- 


ck anc 
ates PATRIA FILMKUNST G.m.b.H., Pestalozzistrasse 30, Graz. 


Completed: ‘‘Der rote Prinz’’ (The Red Prince); full- 
length feature; running time: 90 minutes; black and white; bas- 





‘‘Unserer Alpentaeler schoenste Kron’, das Montafon’’ | 


never heard of again; director: Hanns Schott-Schoebinger; 
stars: Peter Pasetti, Inge Egger, Dr. Orbis, Margrit Aust, Kurt 
Heintal, Rolf Wanka; world distribution rights: Styria-Filmver- 
leih, Vienna. 

In preparation: ‘‘Holiday am Woerthersee’’ (Holiday on the 
Woerthersee); full-length feature, with tourist life on the Woer- 
thersee as background; director: Hanns Schott-Schoebinger; 
cast and date of release to be announced. 


RINGFILM PRODUKTION G.m.b.H., Neubaugasse 11, Vienna 
vil. 

Completed: ‘“‘Puenktchen und Anton’’; full-length feature; 
black and white; based on the novel of the same name by Erich 
Kaestner; director: Thomas Engel; scenario: Maria Osten- 
Sacken and Thomas Engel; music: Herbert Trantow; stars: the 
three newly discovered child actors Sabine Eggerth, Peter 
Feldt and Claus Kaap, as well as Heidemarie Hatheyer, Her- 
tha Feiler, Jane Tilden, Annie Rosar, Paul Klinger and Rich- 
ard Eybner. The film tells the story of the efforts of the poor 
little boy Anton and the rich girl Puenktchen to save Anton’s 
sick mother and includes the additional elements of a love 
story and mystery. It has a high moral standard and, to use 
the expression of European critics, ‘‘it is suitable for young 
people between 7 and 70.’’ World distribution: Herzog Film 
G.m.b.H., Munich. 


PAULA WESSELY FILMPRODUKTION G.m.b.H., Ferstelgas- 
se 6, Vienna IX. 

Completed: ‘‘Das Licht der Liebe’’ (The Light of Love); 
full-length feature; black and white; director: R.A. Stemmle; 
scenario; Gerhard Menzel; stars: Paula Wessely, Waltraut 
Haas, Inge Cornelius, Maria Fis, Else Rambousek, Fred Lie- 
wehr, Raoul Aslan, Stefan Skodler, Karl Skraup, Hans Thimig 
and the child-stars Wolf-Dieter Maurer, Peter Skoczowsky, 
Alex Schmidt and Brigitte Stanzel. The picture describes the 
happy life of a family with four children which is disrupted 
when the father suddenly dies and the mother is compelled to 
work in a city laundry in order to support her children. She 
works night and day in order to enable them to study. She is 
burdened by thousand of worries, great and small, but also 
has many little joys with her children. 


Scheduled: ‘‘Der Weg in die Vergangenheit’’ (The Way 
into the Past), based on the Danish play ‘‘Die Forelle’’ (The 
Trout); director: Karl Hartl; scenario: Johannes Mario Simmel 
and Dr. Emil Burri; star: Paula Wessely. 

‘‘Der elfenbeinerne Turm’’ (The Ivory Tower), based on 
the book by the Spanish-Chilean writer Rodolpho Fonseca en- 
titled ‘‘Die geheimnisvolle Rose’’ (The Mysterious Rose); in 
color; star: Paula Wessely. 

Both films are scheduled for completion during 1954. 


WEST FILM PRODUCTION, Henslerstrasse 3/3, Vienna III. 
Completed: ‘‘Schwarz auf Weiss’’ (Black on White); Docu- 
mentary; 985 feet; black and white; shows the historic devel- 
opment of writing materials from the clay tablets of the an- 
cient Egyptians to modern paper manufacture. 
‘*25 Jahren Kandaharrennen am Arlberg’’ (25th Anniver- 
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sary of the Arlberg Kandahar Race); cultural film; 985 feet; 
black and white; shows the ski paradise of the Arlberg, the 
jubilee races and Alpine scenery. 

‘*Mittelstation Dachstein Eishoehlen’’(AStop at the Dach- 
stein Ice Caves); documentary; 985 feet; black and white; de- 
scribes a visit to the huge Dachstein ice caves via the Dach- 
stein cable Railway. 

‘*Fruehling im Waldviertel’’ (Spring in the Waldviertel’’); 
cultural film; 985 feet; black and white; showing the romantic 
part of Lower Austria with its fortresses, castles and water- 
ways, the filmincludes visits to farmers and home artisans 
(cutglass grinders and lace makers) in the area. 

‘‘Wenn jemand eine Reise tut’’ (When One Makes a Jour- 
ney); travel film; 1,017 feet; black and white; a humorous de- 
scription of a journey through the province of Salzburg, in- 
cluding visits to the Grossglockner and the old salt mines at 
Hallstein. 

‘*‘Nacht unter Tags’’ (Night during the Day); documentary; 
985 feet; black and white; shows the formation of caves and 
ice grottoes and describes the work of speleologists. 

‘*VYom Giletscher zum Bodensee’’ (From the Glacier to Lake 
Constance); cultural film; 1,149 feet; black and white; shows 
the scenery of the Silvretta, Arlberg and Montafon areas as 


the nationa! costumes of Bregenz and a performance of the 
operetta ‘‘Boccaccio’’ on the Bodensee during the Bregenz 
Festival. 


‘‘95 Jahren Kandaharrennen am Arlberg’’ and ‘‘Vom Glet- 
scher zum Bodensee’’ are available in English versions. 


FILMPRODUKTION KARL ZIEGELMAYER, Nussdorferstras- 


se 80, Vienna IX. 
Completed: 
mans hip); 
minutes; although it features the famous ‘‘Spanish Riding 
School’’ in Salzburg, the film is based on classical documents 
of the past dealing with the training of riders and horses and 


‘*Klassische Reitkunst’’ (Classical Horse- 





‘ 


cultural film; black and white; running time: 15 , 


describes the art of horsemanship from its beginnings down 


to the highly developed techniques taught today. Highlighting 
the film are scenes showing the training of the world famous 
Lippizaner horses of the Spanish Riding School. 


ALPENFILM AUSTRIA G.m.b.H., Joanneumring 16, Graz. 

Up to 1952, the company had produced a number of films 
of its own but since that time it has concentrated on making 
its studios available to domestic and foreign film companies 
for the production of full-length features as well as shorts and 
television films. Among the films produced at the studios of 


Alpenfilm Austria were ‘‘Hexen’’ (Witches), ‘‘Erzherzog Jo- > 


hanns grosse Liebe’’ (Archduke Johann’s Great Love), ‘‘Das 
Tor zum Frieden’’ (The Gate to Peace), ‘‘Vier in einem Jeep”’ 
(Four in a Jeep), ‘‘Der schweigende Mund’’(The Silent Mouth), 
‘‘Kaiserwalzer’’ (Imperial Waltz) and ‘‘Holzschnitt, eine ur- 
alte Kunst’’ (Wood Carving, an Ancient Art). The dimensions 


of the AFA studio are 85 x 43 meters (279 x 141 ft.), making > 


a total of 3,655 square meters (39,327 sq.ft.). Its height, from 
floor to roof truss, is 16 meters (52 ft.). Three platform areas 
(concrete, lawn, woods) are also available. 
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